Nativity BVM Rectory Office 30 E Franklin St. Media, PA 19063
Phone: 610-566-0185 Fax: 610-566-2873 Website: nativity-bvm.org

Hours: Mon.: 9am-Noon, 1pm-7:30pm, Tues: 9am-Noon, 1pm-4pm, Weds: 9am-Noon, 1pm-7:30pm,
Thurs: 9am-Noon, 1pm-7:30pm, Fri: 9am-Noon, 1pm-3pm, Sat: Closed, Sun: 10am-2pm

Rev. Edward H. Bell, Pastor nativitybvm@comcast.net

Deacon: Dr. William Kussmaul w.kussmaul@verizon.net
Retired in Residence: Msgr. Joseph McGeown (Phone Ext: 110)
Retired in Residence: Rev. John Mulgrew (Phone Ext: 109)

Business Manager: Deacon Mike Kubiak deaconmike.nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 114)

Parish Services Director: Mr. John Blisard jblisard.nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 117)

Administrative Assistants: Mrs. Terri Benedetti & Mrs. Anne Sweeney nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 100)
Financial Assistant: Mrs. Donna Tustin dfustin.nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 104)

Religious Education Coordinator: Mrs. Katie Haraburda nativitybvmprep@gmail.com (Phone Ext: 105)

Music Director: Mrs. Cally Welsh cwelsh.nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 111)

Youth & Young Adult Minister: Ms. Chiara Cardone youth.nativitybvm@gmail.com (Phone Ext: 101)

Safe Environment Coordinator: Mrs. Anne Sweeney nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 100)

Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School (PreK3-8): Mrs. Therese Waters www.mpregional.org

New Parishioners: We are pleased to welcome new
members to our Parish Community. Please come to the
Rectory during business hours to register and learn more

about our parish. Students must be registered in the

Parish before registering in the Parish Religious Education
Program (PREP) and/or participating in CYO.

Week Ahead

Sacraments
Sacrament of Baptism (Ist and 3rd Sunday at 1:15pm):
Parishioners should contact the Rectory to arrange for
Baptism and PreJordan class. PreJordan is offered on the 2nd
Thursdays at 6:30pm. Registration required.
Sacrament of Marriage: Parishioners are asked to
contact the Rectory at least 6 months in advance.
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession: Saturdays 3:30
to 4:30PM and by Appointment.
Sacrament of the Sick: Parishioners are asked to contact the
Rectory for Anointing of the Sick visits.
Holy Communion for homebound parishioners may be
arranged by calling the Rectory.

Mass Schedule
Daily Mass 8am (Monday- Saturday)
Saturday Vigil: Spm
Sunday: 7am, 8am,
10am and Noon

Mass Cards: Mass cards are available at the Rectory

Office. If you would like to have a Mass celebrated in
memory of a deceased loved one, or for special intentions,
please come to the Rectory during business hours.

Are you receiving our Parish Emails?
We send out updates and announcements to keep you posted

Monday, April 2 Easter Monday
Daily Mass 8am

Rectory Office Closed

Adoration Chapel Closed

Faith Formation 9-10:30am PC
Faith Formation 7-8:30pm PC
Tuesday, April 3

¢ Daily Mass 8am

¢ Rosary Group 7pm CR

* & & o o

¢ Charismatic Prayer Group 7:30pm CR
Wednesday, April 4

¢ Daily Mass 8am

¢ Stitchers 6:30pm PC

Thursday, April 5

¢ Daily Mass 8am

¢ Rosary Makers 6:15pm PC

¢ Choir 7pm C

Friday, April 6

¢ Daily Mass 8am

¢ High School Youth Group 5-6:30pm PC
Saturday, April 7

¢ Daily Mass 8am

¢ Adoration Chapel Closed

¢ Rectory Office Closed

Sunday, April 8

¢ Masses: 7am, 8am, 10am and Noon
Faith Formation 9am BB

Legion of Mary 10am PC

Children’s Liturgy during 10am Mass

* & & o

Hospitality Sunday 11am BB

AC= Adoration Chapel BB= Brick Building
CR=Conference Room C= Church
PC= Parish Center S= School Building

on parish events! If you want to sign up, visit our parish
website at nativity-bvm.org and Sign Up to stay in touch on the
Welcome page.

1 049 Nativity BVM



Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! Thank you for your presence and
prayer as we celebrate this special feast. I especially extend a warm welcome to
anyone who is visiting with us from other places or faith backgrounds. As we
gather today in the midst of the 150th Anniversary of the founding of our parish,
we celebrate the beautiful gift of life that God has blessed each of us with. If you

are with us today but do not worship with our community on a regular basis, |

welcome you home to the Catholic Church and extend an invitation to visit with
one of us Priests, or our Deacon, or a Staff person to answer any questions you have about our faith. We
are here to serve you and to help guide you in your life’s journey.

At the Easter Vigil, we warmly welcomed six new Catholics into our parish family. If you or a
loved one would ever like more information about becoming Catholic, please feel free to contact us.

I pray that you and your loved ones have a blessed Easter! Know that I pray each day for you,
your loved ones and your intentions. We may not see each other each day but may we meet each day in

our prayers.

Welcome New Catholics!!
Nativity BVM is blessed to announce that we welcomed six new Cath-
olics this year!! The Elect (those not yet baptized) were baptized and con-
= firmed at the Easter Vigil on Saturday March 31; our Candidates (Christians
|® baptized in another denomination) were also confirmed at the Vigil.

Our new members are (left to right): Eileen Hobbs, Sarah Rutter, Me-
gan Pallen, Jennifer Rastegarpanah, Jason Murray, and Christian Murray.
Praise God for his goodness in leading them to faith, and for blessing our parish with their presence, gifts
and talents!! We welcome them warmly. Pray for them!!

FORMED PICK OF THE WEEK

Symbolon: Knowing the Faith £
Session 6: The Paschal Mystery @ p

Why do Christians worship a crucified God?

We’ve all heard that Christ died for our sins and rose again on Easter,

but what does it mean? In this original Augustine Institute production, Dr.

- Edward Sri opens our eyes to the deeper meaning behind the
fundamental mystery of our Christian faith. “Symbolon is giving me

an understanding of my

Access Code: Catholic faith that | never
JQGN73 got growing up!”

FORMED

THE CATHOLIC FAITH.
ON DEMAND.

—Anonymous
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Nativity 55+ will meet April 10th at noon in the Brick Building. Our guest will be Sandra Samuels from the Me-

55*

dia-Upper Providence library. Also please bring your money to the meeting if you signed up to see a show.
b+ CLUB s

Please bring $18.00 for Jesus Christ superstar and $25.00 for Newsy. All newcomers are welcome.

Faith Formation

40+ Theology on Tap will meet on Wednesday, April 11th at 7pm in the Conference Room. We will be viewing and discussing the
first of a three part series by Dr. Wayne Dyer, “Experiencing the Miraculous:
A Spiritual Journey to Assisi, Lourdes, and Medjugorje.” Refreshments, wine & cheese will be served.

Nativity BVM - Adoration Chapel
Chapel Hours: Sunday: 2pmto 11pm Monday-Friday: 7am to 11pm  Saturday: Closed
Reminder: The Adoration Chapel will re-open on Tuesday, April 3 at 9:00 am

Dear Parishioners: Alleluia, the Lord has risen!! I would like to wish all of our parishioners and their families a joyous Easter season. May
God bless you and may your homes be filled with His peace and love. If you have any questions about the Adoration Chapel, I can be
reached at cabf3029@gmail.com or by calling the rectory and leaving your phone number or email address. God bless, Carol Farnan

“The Lord is truly risen, alleluia. To Him be glory and power for all the ages of eternity, alleluia, alleluia”
— Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 37-43(42ABC)

Mass Moments with Deacon Bill

We used to eat fish on Fridays throughout the year. Has this practice been abolished?
The traditional Friday abstinence from meat throughout the year was not abolished, but was broadened by the US Council
of Catholic Bishops. American Catholics are asked to observe every Friday as a penitential day by abstaining from some-
thing meaningful, perhaps something we normally enjoy: maybe dessert. Or TV. Or alcohol. We can also observe Fridays
by doing special charitable works. Pope Paul VI wrote that “...the substantial observance of Fridays as days of penance,
whether by abstinence or in other ways, is a grave obligation.” Many Catholics continue to choose to abstain from meat on
Fridays. The point is to recall at least once a week that we are sinners in need of repentance. Friday is a well-chosen day, because on Satur-
day we can go to Confession! See you there...

Consider signing up for an exciting new 8-week program:

“Who Am I To Judge?”
This phrase was well known even before Pope Francis said it. But is discerning
E | Relatiem right from wrong the same as “judging”? What is “right” and “wrong”? Is there a

with Logicand Love .

right and wrong for everyone, all the time?

These are difficult questions to discuss in our culture. We live in a society that sup-
ports the opinion that each person should make up his or her own morality—that
there is no moral truth that applies to everyone. Maybe some of us wonder whether there really is an absolute right and wrong for everyone.
Or maybe we accept that there is a moral standard, but we don’t know how to explain our convictions in a convincing way. Maybe some of
us are afraid of being labeled as intolerant or hateful. How do we talk about morality in a relativistic world? In this small group study pro-
gram featuring popular presenter Dr. Edward Sri, we'll explore the Catholic view of morality and find that it’s not merely a set of guiding
principles for theoretical situations, nor is it just a long list of “Thou Shalt Nots.”—it is a beautiful truth and an entire way of life.

For an informative and enjoyable introduction to Catholic moral reasoning, join us for this 8-week course
facilitated by Deacon Bill.
Times: Mondays: mornings 9-10:30 AM; evenings 7-8:30 PM. Both sessions held in the Parish Center
Dates: April 2,9, 16, 23, 30; and May 7, 14, and 21.
Study/discussion guides will be provided for $10.
To sign up, call the Rectory 610-566-0185, or email Deacon Bill at w.kussmaul@verizon.net. See you there!

Social Ministry & Outreach

Thanks to everyone who helps feed and clothe the homeless men at St. John’s Hospice in Philadelphia.
Casseroles can be dropped off in the freezers in the Priest’s Garage on Church St (behind Brick Building). St. John’s Hos-
pice needs new or gently worn men’s pants of all sizes 32, 34, 36, 38 waist, (inseam any length), New Men's underwear
and New Men’s white undershirts. Clothing donations can be dropped off at the clothing donation bin right next to garage.
They are also in need of large toiletries: deodorant, body wash, powder, soap, lotion, shampoo, razors, or mouthwash. Toilet-
ries may be dropped in the bin in the Church vestibule.
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Young Adults in their 20's & 30's held their
3rd Annual St. Patrick's Day Party in the Brick Building
on March 17.

Education & Youth Ministry

If you are looking for a small school community for your children and your family, Mother of
A Providence Regional Catholic School may be for you. We offer small class sizes; certified, caring

& teachers; Chrome books for all students in grades 4-8; iPads for children in grades PK-3; individual-
> ized attention; of course, a faith-based, challenging curriculum. Please do not let finances keep you
from applying. We have tuition assistance available for qualifying families. Please visit our website for addition-
al information or call us at 610-876-7110. Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School is also offering Tui-
tion Transfer Grants for children entering grades one through eight for the 2018-2019 school year. Families may
receive $1,000 off the first year tuition per child for children transferring from public, charter, and home school
situations. For the second year, families may receive $500 off per child. Please call or email Therese Waters, the
school principal for more information (twaters@mpregional.org or 610-876-7110)
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#lease  Debbie Fitzgerald, Alice McCauley, Nancy Healey, Beatrice Finegan, Ron Betz, Eileen DeDomenicis, Glen McGinley, Joanne MacLellan, Lorraine
P"“{f"" Devine, Dorothy Kussmaul, Sr. Marietta Therese Hanley, SSCJ, Mike Moore, Patricia Lynch, Wes Gallagher, MaryAnn Cahill, Till Mack, Bill O’Con-
the/sick nell, John Deady, Ted Deady, Steve Lario, Stanley Marszalek, Til Mack, Sandra Diaz

Sick List Policy: A name will be added to the sick list in the bulletin for 30 days. After 30 days, the name will be removed. If
you still need yourself or a loved one to remain on the list after 30 days, call or email the Rectory.

God’s Plan for Giving
March 18, 2018: $11,476 Envelopes: 273
How shall I make a return to the Lord for all the good He has done for me? -Psalm 116:12

Liturgical Ministries

LENT AND EASTER ARE WONDERFUL SEASONS FOR SINGING
Participating in one of our music ministries may truly be a way to “jump-start” your life. Singing or playing with a
group is a social as well as musical experience. Just try one rehearsal; perhaps you’ll return and sing (or play)

your way to more meaningful liturgical prayer.

Adult Choir: Rehearsal in church on Thursday, 7 to 9PM. New members always welcome. Now is a great
time to join!

Children’s Choir (Grades 1-8): Rehearsal in church on Mondays, 5:15 to 6:00PM. PREP students are walked
to school afterwards by an adult. First graders may now join.

Guitar Group & Instrumentalists: Rehearsal is only once a month! We invite anyone proficient in play-
ing guitar or other instruments. We would love to add woodwind, brass, and string instruments as well. It
is preferable that the player be in at least 6™ grade. The group plays at the 12 Noon Mass on the second
Sunday of the month and rehearses on the previous Monday. It’s a small commitment for a great experi-

ence.

Sunday Music Schedule
April 1: 10:00AM, Adult Choir; 12 Noon, Nativity Chorale* April 8: 10:00AM, Adult Choir
April 15: 10:00AM, Children’s Choir; 12 Noon, Guitar Group April 22: 10:00AM, Adult Choir

*4 small group of professional singers

Altar Servers for April 7-8, 2018
CMhlass Intentions Spm - R &P Walton
7am M Keenan, L. Kussmaul
8am A Convery, L Reilly
Monday, April 2 10am A & A Clark
8:00 Erma Eagan Noon J & N Mantegna
by the Eagan family
Tuesday, April 3 Communion Ministers for April 7-8, 2018
8:00  Timothy Poole Spm P Isselmann
by the Poole family Tam M Wener
Wednesday, April 4 8am K McDevitt
8:00  Loretta Arsenault 10am K McAfee
by Joseph Arsenault Rose Tree: C O’Donnell
Thursday, April 5 . ] Sterling: J Dixon-Shavney, S Spencer
8:00 Bert & Bart DiGuglielmo Home Visits: T Stephan, J McGlinn, K McAfee
by Nary & John Kraus Noon C Tusar
Friday, April 6
8:00  Desolina Libri Lectors for April 7-8, 2018
. by her daughter Spm  V Jose
Saturday, April 7 7am S Buchanan
8:00  Mary Brady
8am H Pyle
by Maryann Dotts
5:00  Catherine & Michael Skubisz e
by the Poole family Noon D Mantegna
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