Nativity BVM Rectory Office
Phone: 610-566-0185 Fax: 610-566-2873

Hours: Mon.: 9am-Noon, 1pm-7:30pm, Tues: 9am-Noon, 1pm-4pm, Weds: 9am-Noon, 1pm-7:30pm,
Thurs: 9am-Noon, 1pm-7:30pm, Fri: 9am-Noon, 1pm-3pm, Sat: Closed, Sun: 10am-2pm

Rev. Edward H. Bell, Pastor nativitybvm@comcast.net
Deacon: Dr. William Kussmaul w.kussmaul@verizon.net
Retired in Residence: Msgr. Joseph McGeown (Phone Ext: 110)
Retired in Residence: Rev. John Mulgrew (Phone Ext: 109)
Business Manager: Deacon Mike Kubiak deaconmike.nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 114)
Parish Services Director: Mr. John Blisard jblisard.nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 117)
Administrative Assistants: Mrs. Terri Benedetti & Mrs. Anne Sweeney nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 100)
Financial Assistant: Mrs. Donna Tustin dtustin.nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 104)
Religious Education Coordinator: Mrs. Katie Haraburda nativitybvmprep@gmail.com (Phone Ext: 105)
Music Director: Mrs. Cally Welsh cwelsh.nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 111)
Youth & Young Adult Minister: Ms. Chiara Cardone youth.nativitybvm@gmail.com (Phone Ext: 101)
Safe Environment Coordinator: Mrs. Anne Sweeney nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 100)
Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School (PreK3-8): Mrs. Therese Waters www.mpregional.org

New Parishioners: We are pleased to welcome new Week Ahead

members to our Parish Community. Please come to the
Rectory during business hours to register and learn more

about our parish. Students must be registered in the Monday, May 28 Memorial Day

Parish before registering in the Parish Religious Education ¢ Daily Mass 9am
Program (PREP) and/or participating in CYO. ¢ Rectory Office Closed
¢ Adoration Chapel Closed
Sacraments
Sacrament of Baptism (Ist and 3rd Sunday at 1:15pm): Tuesday, May 29
Parishioners should contact the Rectory to arrange for ¢ Daily Mass 8am
Baptism and PreJordan class. PreJordan is offered on the 2nd ¢ Adoration Chapel reopens 9am

Thursdays at 6:30pm. Registration required.
Sacrament of Marriage: Parishioners are asked to
contact the Rectory at least 6 months in advance. ¢ Charismatic Prayer Group 7:30pm CR
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession: Saturdays 3:30 Wednesday, May 30

to 4:30PM and by Appointment.

Sacrament of the Sick: Parishioners are asked to contact the
Rectory for Anointing of the Sick visits.

¢ Rosary Group 7pm CR

¢ Daily Mass 8am
¢ HS Youth Group 5:30-7pm PC

Holy Communion for homebound parishioners may be Thursday, May 31
arranged by calling the Rectory. ¢ Daily Mass 8am
¢ Rosary Makers 6:15pm PC
Mass Schedule ¢ Choir 7pm C

Daily Mass 8am (Monday- Saturday)
Saturday Vigil: Spm
Sunday: 7am, 8am,

Friday, June 1
¢ Daily Mass 8am

10am and Noon Saturday, June 2
¢ Daily Mass 8am
Mass Cards: Mass cards are available at the Rectory ¢ Rectory Office Closed
Office. If you would like to have a Mass celebrated in . ]
L . ¢ Confessions 3-4:30pm C
memory of a deceased loved one, or for special intentions, o
please come to the Rectory during business hours. ¢ Vigil Mass 5pm C

Are you receiving our Parish Emails?
We send out updates and announcements to keep you posted ) ) o
. ' . . . AC= Adoration Chapel BB= Brick Building
on parish events! If you want to sign up, visit our parish CR=Conference Room C= Church
website at nativity-bvm.org and Sign Up to stay in touch on the PC= Parish Center S= School Buildine
Welcome page. )
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As I write this on Monday, May 21, this day marks the 41st anniversary of my ordination as a priest. I
can remember my ordination day as clear as a bell (excuse the pun). It was a beautiful day and I remember driv-
ing to the Cathedral in my old Ford Falcon with all the windows down. I was somewhat nervous, but mostly ex-
cited about what was going to happen that day when Cardinal Krol would lay his hands on my head and anoint my
hands with chrism along with my 25 classmates.

Although I could never have dreamed or anticipated then what these 41 years have brought, I am grateful
for every one of them: for my years as an associate pastor in parishes in Norristown, Philadelphia, Fallsington,
Lower Makefield; for my time as a Chaplain at Jefferson Hospital and as an Advocate in the Tribunal; for my six
years in first pastorate at St. Joan of Arc in Philadelphia; and for fourteen years now, here at Nativity BVM Par-
ish.

My classmates and I often remark that on that day 41 years ago, we were made priests, but we have since
spent our lives becoming priests. I am most grateful to be blessed by those that I have had the privilege to serve
these many years and most grateful to God for calling me to the priesthood and for His grace which has enabled
me to continue becoming a priest. Please pray for my ordination classmates and for me, as we pray for all of you.

. Bell

Our parish serves a meal every month at St. John’s
Hospice in Philadelphia. If you are interested in
volunteering, please contact the Rectory Office
at 610-566-0185 for dates.
We are “The Hands of Christ”!

Save the Date for these Upcoming 150th Parish Anniversary Events!

Sunday, June 17- Blessing of Fathers at all Masses

Saturday, September 8th at 4pm- 150th Anniversary Mass followed by dinner at Drexelbrook
Saturday, October 6 at Noon- Blessing of Animals
Saturday, October 6 at 6pm— Pasta and Pinot Night in Brick Building
Sunday, October 7, Monday, October 8 and Tuesday, October 9- Parish Mission with John Leonetti
Saturday, October 27 at Spm- All-Class School Alumni Memorial Mass followed by Reunion in Gym
Friday, November 2 at 7pm- Mass of Remembrance in Church
Saturday, November 3 at 6:30pm Parish Karaoke Evening at Media Community Center

Chester Children's Chorus performed last weekend as part of our
150th Parish anniversary celebration. Conducted by Dr. John Al-
ston, the Chorus’s founder and artistic director, the concert fea-
tured works from Mozart to the Hooters. The Chester Children’s
Chorus includes 130 boys and girls, age 8 to 18 years old from the
Chester Upland school district. The Chorus was founded in 1994
and is a division of Swarthmore College. The Chorus expands the
potential of Chester’s children through the joy and discipline of

musical study and performance.
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Parish Picnic Saturday, June 16 6pm

BiidaclEias

Details to follow! All are invited !

Save the Date

Faith Formation

Summer Bible Study on the Book of Acts --- starts June 4th
IGNATIUS

Catholic Study Bible As Easter Season leads to the Feast of Pentecost, it’s a good time to ask: Who is the

Holy Spirit? What does the Holy Spirit do? And these related questions: How did the Church

come into being? How has the Church continued to exist for 2000 years? Does the Spirit still

- lead the Church? And finally: does the Holy Spirit work in my life, and if so, how? How can |

4‘ be more open to a release of the Spirit in my life, for the glory of God and the good of my fami-
ly, my parish, my community?

Wow, that’s a lot of questions!! To help find the answers, consider coming to our Sum-
mer Bible Study on the Book of Acts. With Deacon Bill as facilitator, we’ll use a scripture
study and discussion guide from Ignatius Press. We’ll read through Acts (28 chapters) in 6
weeks.

_ The Acts
of the Apostles

Course dates: Monday evenings 6:30-8 PM, starting June 4, through July 9th.
Location: Parish Center conference room/chapel.
Cost: $10 for the study book (contact Deacon Bill if this presents a problem).
Suggestion: read Acts chapters 1 and 2 before the first meeting.
To register: Call the office, or email Deacon Bill at w.kussmaul@verizon.net.

Thinking about becoming Catholic?
Are you seeking to join the Catholic Church, or thinking about it? Or do you know someone who is?
A weekly series of presentations and discussions will begin in September, led by Deacon Bill and the adult faith formation
team. We will start with basic Christianity and, using an excellent DVD series and associated discussions, develop a picture
of what it means to be a Catholic Christian.

Anyone is welcome to attend the first, informational session at 8:30 AM on Sunday, September 16 in the Conference
Room. To sign up, or for more information, please call the Rectory office; or email Deacon Bill at w.kussmaul@verizon.net.

Nativity BVM - Adoration Chapel

Chapel Hours: Sun: 2pm to 11pm Mon-Fri: 7am to 11pm Sat: Closed
The Chapel is closed until Tuesday, May 29th at 9am.
Dear Parishioners: As we observe Memorial Day, the unofficial start of summer, think about spending an hour in the presence
of our Lord. If you decide to sign up for an hour or a half hour and then find you are not able to continue the commitment,
simply contact me and we will remove your name from the schedule. If you have any questions about the Adoration Chapel, I
can be reached at cabf3029@gmail.com or by calling the rectory and leaving your name and telephone number. God Bless,
Carol Farnan

“The Church and the world have a great need for Eucharistic Adoration.”
— Pope John Paul II Dominicae Cenae
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Social Ministry & Outreach

The St. Vincent de Paul Society would like to thank all the bakers and buyers who made our Annual Mother's Day
Bake Sale so successful! The event raised $1,141. One hundred percent of these funds will be used to help the
needy. We are blessed to have the support of our generous parishioners enabling us to proceed in our mission.

Thanks to everyone who helps feed and clothe
the homeless men at St. John’s Hospice in Philadelphia.
This month we sent: 90 Casseroles, 70 Bags of Clothes and 4 Boxes of Toiletries.
h 9 Casseroles can be dropped off in the freezers in the Priest’s Garage on Church St
O n S (behind Brick Building).

SAINT They are in great need of jeans and khakis in sizes 30 to 42, (inseam 30 to 34)

HOSPICE and new underwear in sizes L, XL, & 2XL.
They are also in need of large toiletries: deodorant, body wash, powder, soap, lo-
tion, shampoo, razors, or mouthwash. Toiletries may be dropped in the bin in the

Church vestibule.

Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School

This past week at Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School, we enjoyed our annual Spring Con-
cert and Art Exhibit on Tuesday. Thank you to our artists, recorder players, violinists, chorus, beginner band and
advanced band members for a memorable event. Maeve and Joey McMahon were principals for the morning
and helped to introduce the various groups performing at the concert.

Our first, second, and third graders enjoyed a field trip to Lancaster.

Our Board of Limited Jurisdiction met to continue to guide us to be sustainable, affordable, and grow-
ing in many areas. It is wonderful to have the expertise of our Board members to help our school in the areas of
finance, development, enrollment, facilities, and strategic planning.

If you are looking for a small school community for your children and your family, Mother of Providence Regional Catholic
School may be for you. We offer small class sizes; certified, caring teachers; Chrome books for all students in grades 4-8; iPads for children
in grades PK-3; individualized attention; of course, a faith-based, challenging curriculum. Please do not let finances keep you from apply-
ing. We have tuition assistance available for qualifying families. Please visit our website for additional information or call us at 610-876-
7110.

$1,500 Tuition Transfer Grants Available! You may qualify for a $1,500 Tuition Transfer Grant to attend Mother of
Providence Regional Catholic School! Children who transfer from a public, charter, or home school situation may qualify.
If you have a child attending grades one through seven in September, 2018, you may want to call school at 610-876-7110
to hear more and to schedule a tour. Mrs. Therese Waters, the school principal, is happy to speak to anyone about this
opportunity. You may also email her at twaters@mpregional.org

ADVANCEMENT DIRECTOR
Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School in Wallingford, is seeking to hire an Advancement Director. The Advance-
ment Director will report to the Principal, Mrs. Therese Waters, and will be responsible for planning, coordinating and direct-
ing those activities that will enhance enrollment and attract the necessary philanthropic support to provide sufficient resources
to insure excellent educational programs and the long-term viability of the school. Qualified candidates will possess experi-
ence in enrollment management, development, sales, marketing, communication, and/or volunteer management. Experience
in a parochial or not-for-profit environment preferred. The successful candidate will have strong interpersonal skills with the
demonstrated ability to engage volunteers, prospects, parents, grandparents, students, alumni, faculty and administrative staff.
The ideal candidate will exhibit vision and drive with an entrepreneurial spirit and will be committed to embracing the mis-
sion of Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School. Bachelor’s degree is required. For a complete Position Description
and additional information on Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School, visit our website at www.mpregional.org.
Qualified candidates may send resume and salary history to: Mrs. Therese Waters, Principal, Mother of Providence Regional
Catholic School, 607 S. Providence Rd. Wallingford, PA 19086 twaters@mpregional.org
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FORMED

Science, the Origin of the Universe, SCIENCE. THE ORIGIN OF
and God Access Code:. THE UNIVERSE
Where Faith ar JQGNT3

alth and oscience Align

All too often, science is employed as a means of disproving the tenants of

Christianity. In this informative talk, Fr. Robert Spitzer, SJ — expert in physics,
philosophy, and theology — debunks the incompatibility of science and Faith as

he discusses the origin of the universe. “After this, I simply cannot

5 = = understand how anyone
‘ Listen on formed.org can argue that science and

‘ religion don’t agree. |
FORMED| s

recommend it to everyone.”
—Paul J, Chula Vista, CA

please Debbie Fitzgerald, Nancy Healey, Beatrice Finegan, Lorraine Devine, Dorothy Kussmaul, Mike Moore, Patricia Lynch,
proy f_"" Wes Gallagher, Bill O’Connell, Steve Larario, Sr. Marietta Therese Hanley, SSCJ, Tony Michetti, Jack Lefkowitz,
the'sick Sandra Diaz, Chris Shannon, Joanne Kenney, Sarah White

Sick List Policy: A name will be added to the sick list in the bulletin for 30 days. After 30 days, the name will be removed. If
you still need yourself or a loved one to remain on the list after 30 days, call or email the Rectory.

God’s Plan for Giving
May 20, 2018: $12,296 Envelopes: 282
How shall I make a return to the Lord for all the good He has done for me? -Psalm 116:12

Liturgical Ministries

Nativity Music Ministry consists of several groups:
* Adult Choir *Children’s Choir (Grades 1-8)  *Guitar/Instrumental Group

For information on joining any group, contact Cally Welsh at the rectory or at cwelsh.nativitybvm(@comcast.net.
SUNDAY, JUNE 3 - SOLEMNITY OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

10AM Mass - Parish Choir 12 Noon - Chorale (Our choir of professional singers)
All Music Ministries will be on break for the remainder of the summer.
. Altar Servers for June 2-3, 2018
?Ma&s iiiind S5pm  V Lehman, J MacLellan
7am L Kussmaul, D Tustin
8am A Convery, E Ranson

Monday, May 28 10am J Jose, B Valenti
8:00 Dr. Robert James Athans Noon K & F Ackroyd

by Michael & Lauren O’Donnell
Tuesday, May 29
8:00 Dr. Robert James Athans Communion Ministers for June 2-3, 2018

by Michael & Lauren O’Donnell Spm K McDevitt
Wednesday, May 30 7am M Dotts
8:00  Dr. Robert James Athans 8am A Pearson

by Michael & Lauren O’Donnell Rose Tree: R Gatta
Thursday’ May 31 10am K McAfee
8:00  Dr. Robert James Athans Sterling: G Hoffner, J McCall

by Michael & Lauren O’Donnell Home Visits: T Stephan, D O’Brien, K McAfee
Friday, June 1 Noon N Newman
8:00 Dr. Robert James Athans

by Michael & Lauren O’Donnell Lectors for June 2-3, 2018
Saturday, June 2 S5pm ] Sarkees
8:00 Mary Brady 7am J McNerney

by Maryann Dotts 8am R Teal
5:00 Ellen Mculla 10am J Haraburda

Diane Farally Noon F Balsama
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