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Sacraments 
Sacrament of Baptism (1st and 3rd Sunday at 1:15pm):  
Parishioners should contact the Rectory to arrange for  
Baptism and PreJordan class.  PreJordan is offered on the 2nd 
Thursdays at 6:30pm.  Registration required. 
Sacrament of Marriage:  Parishioners are asked to  
contact the Rectory at least 6 months in advance. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession:  Saturdays 3:30 
to 4:30PM and by Appointment. 
Sacrament of the Sick:  Parishioners are asked to contact the 
Rectory for Anointing of the Sick visits.   

Holy Communion for homebound parishioners may be  
arranged by calling the Rectory. 

Mass Cards: Mass cards are available at the Rectory  
Office.  If you would like to have a Mass celebrated in 
memory of a deceased loved one, or for special intentions, 
please come to the Rectory during business hours.   

New Parishioners: We are pleased to welcome new  
members to our Parish Community.  Please come to the  
Rectory during business hours to register and learn more 

about our parish.  Students must be registered in the  
Parish before registering in the Parish Religious Education 

Program (PREP) and/or participating in CYO. 

Monday, September 3 Labor Day 
�� Daily Mass 9am 
�� Rectory Closed 
�� Adoration Chapel Closed 
Tuesday, September 4 
�� Daily Mass 8am 
�� Rosary Group 7pm CR 
�� Charismatic Prayer Group 7:30pm CR 
Wednesday, September 5 
�� Daily Mass 8am 
�� St. Vincent de Paul 9am CR 
�� Stitchers 6:30pm PC 
�� Chorale 7pm C 
Thursday, September 6 
�� Daily Mass 8am 
�� Rosary Makers  6:15pm PC 
�� Choir 7pm C 
Friday, September 7 
�� Daily Mass  8am 
Saturday, September 8 
�� Daily Mass 8am 
�� Rectory Office Closed 
�� No Confessions 
�� Anniversary Mass 4pm  C 
�� Celebration 6pm Drexelbrook 

Mass Schedule 
Daily Mass 8am (Monday- Saturday) 

Saturday Vigil: 5pm 
Sunday: 7am, 8am,  

10am and Noon 

Are you receiving our Parish Emails?  
We send out updates and announcements to keep you posted 

on parish events! If you want to sign up, visit our parish  
website at nativity-bvm.org and Sign Up to stay in touch on the 

Welcome page.  

Week Ahead 

Nativity BVM Rectory Office   
Phone: 610-566-0185  Fax: 610-566-2873 

 

Hours: Mon.: 9am-Noon, 1pm-7:30pm, Tues: 9am-Noon, 1pm-4pm,  Weds: 9am-Noon, 1pm-7:30pm,  
Thurs: 9am-Noon, 1pm-7:30pm, Fri: 9am-Noon, 1pm-3pm, Sat: Closed, Sun: 10am-2pm 

 

Rev. Edward H. Bell, Pastor   nativitybvm@comcast.net 
Deacon:  Dr. William Kussmaul  w.kussmaul@verizon.net 
Retired in Residence:  Msgr. Joseph McGeown (Phone Ext: 110) 
Retired in Residence:  Rev. John Mulgrew (Phone Ext: 109) 
Business Manager:  Deacon Mike Kubiak  deaconmike.nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 114) 
Parish Services Director: Mr. John Blisard   jblisard.nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 117) 
Administrative Assistants: Mrs. Terri Benedetti  & Mrs. Anne Sweeney  nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 100) 
Financial Assistant:   Mrs. Donna Tustin   dtustin.nativitybvm@comcast.net  (Phone Ext: 104) 
Religious Education Coordinator: Mrs. Katie Haraburda   nativitybvmprep@gmail.com (Phone Ext: 105) 
Music Director: Mrs. Cally Welsh   cwelsh.nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 111) 
Youth & Young Adult Minister: Ms. Chiara Cardone   youth.nativitybvm@gmail.com  (Phone Ext: 101) 
Safe Environment Coordinator:  Deacon Mike Kubiak  deaconmike.nativitybvm@comcast.net (Phone Ext: 114) 
Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School (PreK3-8):  Mrs. Therese Waters    www.mpregional.org 

AC= Adoration Chapel BB= Brick Building 
CR=Conference Room C= Church  
PC= Parish Center  S= School Building 
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Special Schedule for the Weekend of September 8-9, 2018 
 
Saturday, September 8th  Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
�� 4:00pm Mass — Celebration of 150 Years as a Parish 
�� Celebrant— His Excellency Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, OFM, DD 
�� Parking— Franklin St. (both sides); T.D. Bank (after 3pm); Flagship Corporate Center– corner 

of Jackson & Baltimore Pike (enter from Balt. Pike), Handicapped Parking– Monroe & Frank-
lin Sts. along side & front of Church 

�� Overflow Seating (if needed)- Mass will be simulcast in Brick Building 
�� Dinner— Following Mass at the Drexelbrook Center 
 

There will be NO CONFESSIONS on Saturday, September 8th 
There will be NO 5:00PM VIGIL MASS on Saturday, September 8th 

 
Sunday, September 9th— Nativity BVM Feast Day readings will be used at all Masses 
�� 7:00 and 8:00 AM Masses will include singing— 
 Hymn of Praise to Our Mother Mary after Communion   
 Hymn for the Jubilee Year at the Dismissal  
�� 10:00AM Mass—  Nativity Adult Choir 
�� 12:00 Noon Mass—  Nativity Chorale (A choir of professional singers) 
�� Following each Mass —  Refreshments, Birthday Cake, Photo & Video Remembrances& 

Memories of 150 years of Parish Life.  Come to the Brick Building and help celebrate our 
Birthday with your parish family. 

 As summer draws to a close many things are happening on our parish campus.  Of course most notably is a 
beautiful mural of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary now gracing the side of our School Building. The artist of 
this fine work of art is Neil Carlin, who also painted the rendering of the Holy Family which was the centerpiece of 
the World Meeting of Families here in Philadelphia in 2015.   
 You may have noticed how the marble in our Church sanctuary has been cleaned and refurbished.   Security 
cameras have been installed throughout our campus to assure safety for our parishioners.  
 Also, our Parish Center on Gayley Street has a new façade, handicap ramp, a redone interior including a 
new kitchen, as well as new sidewalks and a paved driveway and parking area.  The Parish Center is now used for a 
variety of parish activities and meetings.   
 A special thanks to our Knights of Columbus and John McGlinn, our Facilities Manager for all their dedica-
tion and hard work in helping to make the Center a comfortable and accessible space.  Come October, the offices of 
Catholic Relief Services will occupy space in the Center.  We look forward to their presence in the midst of our 
Hands of Christ parish. 
 As we look forward to our 150th Anniversary Parish celebration, we are most thankful to God for his many 
blessings upon this vital and vibrant parish of Nativity BVM. 
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Faith Formation  

Nativity BVM - Adoration Chapel 
Chapel Hours:  Sunday:  2pm to 11pm     Monday-Friday:  7am to 11pm      Saturday:  Closed 

Note:  Labor Day Holiday Weekend - The Chapel is closed and will reopen on Tuesday, 9/4 at 9:00 am. 
 

Dear Parishioners: Labor Day, the traditional end of summer is here. May you all enjoy your holiday! School 
has already started for those who have returned to college and all students will be back in their classrooms 

this week.  As we re-organize our schedules, don’t forget to leave room for visits to Our Lord in the Chapel.  
If you have any questions about the Adoration Chapel, I can be reached at cabf3029@gmail.com or by call-

ing the rectory and leaving your name and telephone number.  God bless, Carol Farnan 
 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and find life burdensome and I will refresh you.” -  Mt 11:28 

Thinking about becoming Catholic? Are you seeking to join the Catholic Church, or 
thinking about it?  Do you know someone who is? 

A weekly series of presentations/discussions will begin in September, led by Deacon Bill and 
the adult faith formation team.  We will start with basic Christianity and, using an excellent 
DVD series and associated discussions, develop a picture of what it means to be a Catholic 
Christian.  Anyone is welcome to attend the first, info session at 8:30 AM on Sunday, Sept. 16 
in the Conference Room.  Call the Rectory office or email Deacon Bill at 
w.kussmaul@verizon.net. for more information. 

The next gathering of the Book Club is Wednesday, September 12th at 7pm in the Conference 
Room.  We will be discussing Scott Hahn’s latest book, “The Fourth Cup”.  It’s a fascinating read 
of both his conversion experience and the importance of the Jewish faith in understanding more 
fully Christ’s life, death and resurrection.  Books are available for $15 at the Rectory Office.   
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Education & Youth Ministry 

Social Ministry & Outreach 

                              Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School 

 The new school year is fast approaching. We have limited space available in our classes. Please 
call the school office at 610-876-7110 if you are interested in registering your child for this school year.  
 School will open on Tuesday, September 4 for grades one through eight. Tuesday and  
Wednesday will be half days with a noon dismissal. Grades PK3, PK4, and Kindergarten will have visit 
days on Wednesday, September 5 and Thursday, September 6. Parents and children are welcome for these 

visits. You should have received a letter from your child’s teacher with the date and time of your visit. If you did not receive 
this letter, please call Mrs. Joan O’Brien in the school office.  
 If you are looking for a small school community for your children and your family, Mother of Providence Regional 
Catholic School may be for you. We offer small class sizes; certified, caring teachers; Chrome books for all students in 
grades 4-8; iPads for children in grades PK-3; individualized attention; of course, a faith-based, challenging curriculum. 
Please do not let finances keep you from applying. We have tuition assistance available for qualifying families. Please visit 
our website for additional information or call us at 610-876-7110.  

H.O.P.E. Program 
A year ago we made the decision to temporarily suspend the Nativity BVM Parish H.O.P.E. Program.  This 
program helps with offering assistance to our parishioners who are in need of transportation to and from 
doctors offices, banks, supermarkets, etc. And we would like to restart this vital ministry.  Our Business 
Manager, Deacon Mike Kubiak is willing to be the coordinator for this program and we need volunteers who 
are willing to help their fellow parishioners with an occasional ride. Some of the guidelines mentioned are a 

valid driver’s license, insurance, a safe driving record and a review of the Defensive Driver training program, all of which we 
can cover one-on-one or in a group setting. If you have volunteered for the H.O.P.E. program in the past or would like to start 
in this new ministry at Nativity BVM, please contact Deacon Mike at deaconmike.nativitybvm@comcast.net or call 610-566-
0185 ex 114. 

Thanks to everyone who helps feed and clothe the homeless men at St. John’s Hospice in Philadel-
phia.  Recipes and pans are located in the Church vestibule.  There is also a constant need for large 
toiletries: deodorant, body wash, powder, soap, lotion, shampoo, razors and mouthwash. Toiletries 
may be dropped in the bin in the Church vestibule. Casseroles can be dropped off in the freezers in 
the Priest’s Garage on Church St (behind Brick Building).    

This month we donated: 141 Casseroles, 60 Bags of Clothing, and 5 Boxes of Toiletries  

The next pickup is Thursday, September 6th. 

PREP begins Monday, September 10th at 6pm in the CHURCH.  Any questions, please 
contact Katie Haraburda at nativitybvmprep@gmail.com or 610-566-0185. 

Nativity Calix meeting will take place the second Monday in September starting at 6:15PM in the Adoration Chapel fol-
lowed by a meeting in the Conference Room from 7PM-8PM. Our meeting will be related to the Wild Goose Series episode 
1 on The Love of God. All are welcome, including those with any issues with addiction and those with family or friends 
struggling with an addiction issue. We will join our Parish Mission which takes place during our meeting time starting 
at 6:30PM on October 8, 2018.   

Nativity Stitchers  We will meet the first Wednesday in September at 630PM in the Parish Center. Please join us 
and pick up some yarn for baby blankets and hats OR for our Riddle Hospice Comfort Cart blankets. Our first 
delivery to Riddle has been made. We are the hands of Christ! 
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Monday, September 3 
9:00 Doressa Collins 
  by Priscilla Fortune-Bell 
Tuesday, September 4 
8:00 George Hudson  
  by New Life Prayer Group 
Wednesday, September 5 
8:00 Edward Chupian  
  by Diane Farally 
Thursday, September 6 
8:00 Frederick Gruhler 
  by Theresa & Barry Boyle 
Friday, September 7 
8:00 Nancy Rogers  
  by Glen & Sandy McGinley 

Liturgical Ministries 
DO YOU LIKE TO SING?  

Why not join one of our choirs? Just try one rehearsal. Perhaps you’ll return! 
�� Adult Choir: Rehearsals are on Thursdays, 7 to 9pm. beginning Thursday, Sept. 20. 
�� Children’s Choir (Grades 2-8): Rehearsals are in Church on Mondays, 5:15 to 6pm. beginning Monday, Sept. 24. PREP 

students are walked to school after rehearsal by an adult. First graders may join in January. 
��Guitar Group and Singers: 12 Noon Mass on the 2nd Sunday of the month; one rehearsal a month. Instruments other than 

guitar are welcome. 
 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Feast Day Weekend Music Schedule: 
Saturday, September 8 at 4:00pm—– Parish 150th Anniversary Celebration Mass 

— Parish Adult Choir and Nativity Chorale* featuring  Trumpets, Flutes, Violins and Timpani  
Sunday, September 9— All Masses will celebrate the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

— 10:00am— Adult Choir  and  12 Noon— Nativity Chorale* 
*Nativity Chorale is a Choir of professional singers 

Debbie Fitzgerald, Nancy Healey, Beatrice Finegan, Steve Lerario, Donna Doyle, Chris Shannon, John Woyurka, Jr.,  Bob Rosko, 
Celine O’Brien, Judi Dellaratta, Frank DiGilio, Mike Sweeney, Dorothy Kussmaul, Sam Geffrey, Christine Cavaliere 

Altar Servers for September 9, 2018 
7am  D Tustin 
8am J & M Hannigan 
10am F O’Loughlin, B Valenti 
Noon  

Communion Ministers for September 9, 2018 
7am  C Tustin 
8am E Riordan (CM for 8am Mass) 
Rose Tree: E Riordan 
10am J Rigby (CM for 10am Mass) 
Sterling:  G Hoffner, J McCall 
Home Visits: R McElvogue 
Noon D O’Brien 

Lectors for September 9, 2018 
7am  H Pyle 
8am  R Teal 
10am J Haraburda 
Noon V Jose 

God’s Plan for Giving  
August 26, 2018:  $10,534  Envelopes:  238 

How shall I make a return to the Lord for all the good He has done for me?  -Psalm 116:12  

For information on our Music Ministry, please contact Cally Welsh at 610-566-0185 or  nativitybvm@comcast.net 

Save these Dates for Upcoming 150th Parish Anniversary Events! 
�� Saturday, October 6, Noon:  Blessing of Animals 
�� Saturday, October 6, 6pm:  Pasta and Pinot Night in Brick Building 
�� Monday, October 8 - Tuesday,  October 9:   Parish Mission with Jon Leonetti 
�� Saturday, October 27, 5pm:  All-Class School Alumni Memorial Mass followed by Reunion in Gym 
�� Friday, November 2, 7pm:   Mass of Remembrance in Church  
�� Saturday, November 3, 6:30pm:   Parish Karaoke Evening at Media Community Center 
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